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Rustle. Blutter. Scritch.
Rustle. Flutter. Scritch.

From the dark night, the sounds scep into a

midnight slumber’s vision of @ charming man who has a
commanding air about him. (Caking, vou follow a pull
to the drafty old room’s lcad-paned window.

Small wings suspend the creature whose tiny red cues
adhere to pour sleepy gaze. You sense its primal purpose,
feel 1ts instinctioe persistence drawing vou closer.

Your arm cxtends to the window dividing pou from
predestination, reaching forward into another terrible
drcam of free-falling into blackness.

Morning brings bright reassurance, along with a
stiff neck and headache. You must haoe slept wrong
in the fincly made guest bed, and had too much of
the dark red wine pour host scroed with dinner—

(Cait. (Casn’t that window closed before vou
torned back the covers the night before?

Vs, nou defimtely had too much wine last mght.
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which his remains are said to have
been entombed in the Snagov
monastery just north of Bucharest.
The 16th-century monastery, accessi-
ble only by boat, is situated on an
island in the middle of a lake. Roma-
nians still revere the ruler who
defended their nation against the
Turks, and continue to honor Drac-
ula with a portrait and vases of fresh
flowers near his resting place.

LEGENDARY HAUNTS

Other Transylvanian Dracula sites
are steeped more in myth than his-
tory. Hotel Coroana de Aur in
Bistrita was a key setting in Stoker’s
novel. It was “The Golden Crown”
inn where main character Jonathan
Harker stayed and ignored the warn-
ing not to travel “tonight, when the
clock strikes midnight, all evil things
in the world will have full sway.”
Harker dined there on robber steak,
a dish still served in the restaurant
along with “Dracula elixir.”

Castle Dracula Hotel on the
Borgo Pass now stands where Stoker
fictionally located the Count’s castle.
The vampire-themed hotel seems
standard enough with 62 rooms,
restaurant, banquet facilities and

Spiraling and plummeting, vou resist

the creature’s lead in this deathly dance.
Your garlic garland permeates;

he laughs at its pungency. Tinp siloer
crogses reflect back in his defiant black cues.

Diesperate, vou grip the rough wooden stake,
the crude weapon that will splinter the
captive bond born of his primal hunger.

Plunge. Picrce. Twist.
Plunge. Picrce. Twist.

It veturns him to his tortured origing, so you %
may make pour way back to more mnocent ones. -

A1s nou move forward, the dark castle diminishes

from vicw, something nou know will never occur

in pour subconscious. Forcoer changed, vou
speak the words as if reciting @ vow:

B “‘IFangs’ for the memories.”

Castle Dracula
Hotel

small nightclub. But below ground,
Dracula’s vault keeps the vampire’s
signature resting spot—a coffin—
undisturbed. It’s tempting to tiptoe
down and peek into the casket
despite vivid murals that seem to
shout “turn back!”

Most Dracula tours originate and
end in Romania’s capital city,
Bucharest, but can vary widely by
amenities included and targeted
demographic. Doing some home-
work before booking will ensure
that your trek through Transylvania
suits your style.

Fodor’s included Transylvania
Live’s (www.visittransylvania.eu/
index.html) Dracula tour on its list of
top adventure travel picks. The tour
features firsthand experiences, such
as instruction in preparing wooden
stakes and an excursion reenacting
the ritual vampire killing on its 10-
day Halloween with Vlad the
Impaler excursion.
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United Kingdom, is “the little tour
that could.” Guests of the four- or
seven-day Dracula tours travel

Romania’s extensive rail system on

one of the outfitter’s charter trains.
The tour emphasizes historical
accounts and sites related to Vlad
Dracula.

American outfitter International
Tours & Events believes it's Hal-
loween year-round, running its Drac-
ula Tour (www.dractour.com) in
October and July. With escapades
such as a rowboat trip to Vlad Drac-
ula’s tomb, Halloween ball with cos-
tume contest and a night’s stay in a
haunted hotel, the eight-day tour is
not for the timid.

For general information about
traveling in Romania, navigate to the
site of the Romania National Tourist’s
Office (www.romaniatourism.com).




